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77 E following [ from a ſmall 
treatiſe,” entitled, © The Grounds of a 
Holy Life, Sc.“ is recommended to the 2 
| rious peruſal of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
of every denomination, who may thereby in 
ſome meaſure be enabled to diſtinguiſh Gelber 
they are coming up in the vital and effential 
part of true religion, 01 too much reſting in 
an outward profeſſion of godlineſs: a point 
of the utmoſt importance to all 10 be ac- 
quainted with ; as without the fit, no 
profeſſion will avail to the cleanſing of the 
foul from fin, and fitting for an inheritance 
in that kingdom, where no doubt all would 
defire to find an admiſſion, when time here 

ſhall be no more. | 
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LIFE AND NATURE OF 
. Chriſt and true Chriſtians : 
With a Deſcription of D ue Godlineſs, and the Way by 
what a 11 conform our * thereunto. 
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NM /T ANY profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in our 
| preſent age, conclude that Godlineſs 
conſiſteth in hearing, reading, praying, 
praiſing, &c. which are all good exerciſes, if 
rightly performed, and may be called Chriſt- 
ian duties; for all true Chriſtians are required, 
and by the good ſpirit of God in their own 
hearts, often ſtirred up to perform them. 
Howbeit, the performance of theſe and 
ſuch like things alone, is no certain proof 
of Godlineſs; Chriſtianity cannot be known 
thereby, for as there was a more excellent 
righteouſneſs than what was found in the 
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lous Phariſees, ſo there is a more excellent 
Godlineſs than what appears in moſt profeſſed 

Chriſtians. | 
For hearing, reading, praying, praiſing, 
with other exerciſes of that nature, may be 
imitated ; the ungodly, as. well as the godly, 


the formaliſt, as well as the ſincere, may be 


found in the practice of ſuch things; but true 
Godlineſs cannot be imitated, being the na- 
tural effects of the rule and government of a 
7 ſpirit, and may be truly called the iſſues 
of life, which none can bring forth, but ſuch 
who are Chriſtians indeed. 

True Godlineſs is ſupernatural, and ſo 
above the reach of Adam's offspring, who, 
whilſt they continue in the fall, are ſervants to 
ſin; we muſt be reduced to a god- like nature 
before we can bring forth a godly converſation; 
grapes cannot be expected from thorns, nor 


figs of thiſtles; the tree muſt be made good 


before the fruit can be good; a righteous life 
is the natural effect of a right ſpirit; our lights 
cannot ſhine forth before men, until we are 
enlightened with the light of Chriſt; without 
a true converſion there can be no true conver- 
ſation; for all men, in the nature of fallen 
Adam, being ungod- like, until they are raiſed 
* Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, cannot live god- 
like. Fre 

The life and nature of Chriſt, all true 
Chriſtians, who. have the ſpirit of Chriſt, may 


find in themſelves ; and c thers may have ſome 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe thereof by reading and well conſidering 
the contents of the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 
chapters of Matthew, where it is faid, that 
c Jeſus ſeeing the multitude, went up into a 
mountain, and when he was ſet, his diſciples. 
came unto him, and he opened his mouth and 
taught them; and what he taught his diſciples 
then, he teacheth all true Chriſtians now: for 
though he aſcended, the holy ſpirit that dwelt. 
in him deſcended, and did then, doth now, 
and to the end of the world will tabernacle: 
with all the Lord's redeemed, to be their 
teacher ; and as many as walk after this ſpirit 
are taught of Chriſt, and walk in his foot-ſteps :: 
for as no vine beareth one kind of grape, and 
the branches another, ſo all the members of 
Chriſt anſwer the life of Chriſt in their con- 
verſations; they are naturally humble, lowly, 
meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, juſt, up- 
right, honeſt, and faithful :. a Chriſtian is not 
known. by his words or his devotion ; but by 
his works, his nature, his life, and his conver- 
ſation. | 

I ſhall not inſiſt on all particulars contained 
in the forementioned chapters, but chiefly on 
the five following exhortations or commands. 
of our Lord; the leaſt of which, for a true 
trial of Chriſtianity, is more to be obſerved 
than that command, Luke xxii. 19. This do 
in remembrance of me; for the proud as well 
as the humble, the cruel as well as the merci- 

ful, the fraudulent as well as the juſt, the un- 
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godly as well as the godly, can conform to the 
one, but cannot conform to the other. 

The true trial of Chriſtianity is to be found 
in the life and nature of Chriſt, if the ſpirit of 
Chriſt hath the rule in us, theſe following fruits 
will be brought forth by us. 

1. In all our communication our yea will 
be yea, and our nay, nay ; the word that goeth 
out of our lips will be ſure. 

He that 1s a Chriſtian indeed hath no ne- 
ceſſity in himſelf, nor need to be urged by 
others, to bind his ſoul with an oath to perform 
his word, for the law of the ſpirit of life in his 
own heart conſtrains him ſo to do. 

_ Chriſtians in their communications weigh 
their words before they utter them, with their 
capacities to perform them; knowing that a 
promiſe cannot be broken without violating 
the T;ghteous law of God in their own hearts; 
and whenever ſuch violence is done, terror en- 
ſues; and this makes good men, who live 
under the government of Chriſt, dread much 
more to break their words, than others do to 
forfeit their bonds ; and this holy dread makes 
our yea to be yea, and our nay to be nay ; this 
makes us cautious in our promiſes, and careful 
in our performances : the exhortation may be 
read in Scripture, but the binding tie mult be 
known in our own hearts: all that have the 
Scripture have this rule; but unleſs we have a 
* of life in ourſelves, we cannot walk 

y this rule; and we muſt not only have ſueh 

1 a prin- 
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a principle, but we muſt allo improve it by a 
continued practice, before it comes to be our 
life, our centre, and our nature; till then 
we may ſay, Theſe things we ſhould ds ;” 
but cannot ſay, Theſe things we do;” and fo 
witneſs againſt ourſelves, that, though we have 
the Scriptures, we walk not according to the 
Scriptures; though we have the words of 
Chriſt, we are not in the life and nature of 
Chriſt; our yea 1s not yea, and our nay, nay, 
in our communication ; our words and our 
promiſes are not ſtedfaſt and ſure. 

Swearing, in the communication of Chriſti- 
ans, is ſuperfluous ; for where the truth rules 
in the heart, there cannot be falſhood in the 
lips. Prove a profeſſed Chriſtian by this 
rule, weigh him in this ballance ; if his yea be 
yea, and his nay, nay, 1n all his communica- 
tion ; if he be a man of his word at all times; 
if his performances be one with his promiles, 
he abides in the doctrine of Chriſt; and this is 
an evident demonſtration that he 1s a Chriſtian 
indeed. But if theſe performances are want- 
ing, though he has a Chriſtian name, he is not 
in the Chriſtian nature ; for, as I ſaid before, 
what manner of grape the vine beareth, the 
branches thereof, if they continue in the vine, 
bear the ſame. | 

The ſecond exhortation or command of our 


| Lord was this, «© Reſiſt not evil:” and this 
I was not only his doctrine, but his life and na- 
F ture, as we may plentifully read in Scripture. 


Though 


E. 


Though he met with revilings, reproaches, 
vufferings, and cruel uſage, we do not find 
that he was once» moved thereby, much leſs 
that ever he reſiſted ; but gave his face to the 
ſmiter, and his cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair; and when he was led as a lamb 
to the laughter, © he was as a ſheep dumb be- 
fore the ſhearer, he opened not his mouth; ſo 
much as to ſay, © What have I done? Or, 
« Why is it thus?“ 

Now the fruits of the ſpirit, in head and 
members, captain and followers, Chriſt and 
Chriſtians, are one in nature: for as Chriſt 
was humble, lowly, meek, patient, peaceable 
under all his ſufferings, ſo are Chriſtians, if 
Chriſtians indeed; they render not evil for 
evil, they deſire not an eye for an eye, nor a 
rooth for a tooth; revenge of any kind is far 
from them; but as patience and forbearance 
was the life and nature of Chriſt, ſo it is the 
life and nature of all Chriſtians, as they grow 
in grace, and come to the fulneſs of the ſtature 
of Chriſt. 

And by this alſo, profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
may prove themſelves, whether they are 
Chriſtians indeed; for it is the deed that ma- 
nifeſteth all things, for bad men may have 
good words: forms may be imitated, but the 
patience, the meekneſs, and forbearance that 
dwelt in Chriſt, and may be found in all true 
Chriſtians, cannot be imitated. If any vice hath 
got hid in us, make what profeſſion we * 
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the fruit of that vice will be brought forth by 
us; we ſhall be proud, we ſhall be covetous, 
we ſhall be envious : if we are reviled, we ſhall 
revile; if we are ſmitten, we ſhall ſmite ; if 
we are ſued at the law cauſcleſsly, we ſhall ſue: 
whilſt it is ſo, we are in the world's nature, its 
ſpirit hath the rule oyer us, and not the lowly, 
meek, lamb-like ſpirit of Jeſus. 

The third exhortation or command of 
Chriſt was this, «© Love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them who deſpitefully uſe 
you, and perſecute you.” | | 

This alſo was not only the doctrine, but the 
life and nature of Chriſt; and as it is the life 
and nature of Chriſt, ſo it is the life and nature 
of Chriſtians, who are thoroughly leavened 
with the ſpirit of Chriſt. 

No man, having the ſpirit of Jeſus, and 
living under the government thereof, can hate 
the perſon of any man; for by creation we are 
all the workmanſhip of God's hands; and all 
true Chriſtians know that enmity, hatred, cur- 
ſing, ſpite, and perſecution, proceed not from 
men or women as they are the Lord's creation, 
but as they have loſt his image, and thereby 
become emptied of good, and filled with all 
evil; for as an evil ſpirit comes to have the 
nM over us, evil fruits will be brought forth 

y Us. 
Could we but ſee ourſelves, did we but ob- 


ſerve our own natures, with the fruits we bring 
forth 
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forth in our lives, we might eaſily judge of 
ourſelves and others, whether we were converts 
or not; whether the ſpirit of Chriſt, or the 
ſpirit of this world had the rule in us, and over 
us; for the courſe of our lives, eſpecially in 
times of trial, declares who are led by the 
meek ſpirit of Jeſus, and who are not; who 
are leavened with the leaven of righteouſneſs, 
and who are not; who lead a ſober, upright, 
godly life, and who do not; for 1t is not our 
words, but our converſation that manifeſt what 
ſpirit hath rule in us, and over us. 

For until, by converſion, our natures come 
to be changed, we cannot love enemies, hav- 
ing as much enmity againſt them, as they 
have againſt us, we cannot bleſs them, we 


cannot pray for them, we ſhall be forward 


to do them hurt, but far from doing them 


Come, profeſſors of Chriſtianity, lay aſide 


your forms that you have long contended 


about; meaſure yourſelves by this line, try 
yourſelves by this touchſtone; are you reduced 
to ſuch a frame of ſpirit as to © love your 
enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you?“ This 
is a true character of Chriſtianity ; this de- 
clares us to be Chriſtians indeed. 

But if our natures are averſe to theſe 
things, let our profeſſion be what it will, we 
bear not the image of God; we are not cy 

chil- 
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children of our heavenly Father, “ for he 
maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and un- 
juſt ;” and were we but truly converted, were 
our natures thoroughly changed, our lives 
would be conformable ; we ſhould be Chriſ- 
tians indegd. 

A fourth branch of the life, nature, and 
doctrine of Chriſt was manifeſted in thele 
words, Take no thought what ye ſhall eat, 
what ye ſhall drink, nor yet for your body, 
what ye ſhall put on; bur ſeek ye firſt the 
kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs.” 

And what is this kingdom that all true 
Chriſtians ſhould ſeek firſt ? It cannot be any 
thing above our reach ; it muſt be that king- 
dom that Jeſus compared to a loſt piece of 
ſilver ; it muſt be an acquaintance with that 
ſpirit, and the government thereof, that, from 
the beginning, the great God placed in the 
hearts of men, to be their inſtructor in paths 
of righteouſneſs ; which ſpirit alone for ſome 
time dwelt in the firſt Adam, but was more 
abundantly manifeſted in Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam; and fo called in Scripture the ſpirit of 
Chriſt; for it always dwelt in him, and was 
not only his life, but the life that he gives to 
all true believers, for their ranſom from under 
the power of ſin and Satan, and ſo neceſſary to 
be firſt ſought ; for until an humble, lowly, 
meek, lamb-like ſpirit be raiſed in us, and 
come to have the rule over us, we know not 
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the Lord, nor can depend on his providence: 
for the rule and government of this ſpirit re- 
duceth every member to an excellent qualifi- 
cation, and as many as are taught thereby, 
learn therefrom * in all eſtates to be content. 

This was the life and nature of Chriſt ; 
« The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air neſts, but the ſon of man had not where to 
lay his head;” yet was he content; his 
thoughts run not out on things pertaining tothe 
body ; it was meat and drink unto him to do 
his father's will, and to finiſh the work that he 
was ſent to do; a work that none before him 
ever did, namely, the fulfilling of all righteoul- 
neſs, by doing the thing that was right in the 
whole courſe of his life, as a precedent to all 
his followers. 

And as many as have found the kingdom of 
God and his righteouſneſs, and are come to 
Ive under the rule and government of a right 
ſpirit, have the mind of Chriſt, though they 
live in the world: a true Chriſtian conver- 
ſation 1s to be diligent in our callings, mode- 
rate in our expences, and content with our 
eſtates ; whoſoever is reduced to a ſtate of 
temperance and moderation, takes but little 
© thought what they ſhall eat, or what they 
ſhall drink, or wherewithal they ſhall be 
cloathed ;” they delight in juſtice, equity, truth, 
and faithfulneſs, and their thoughts are ex- 


erciſed therein, and reſting on God's provi- 
dence, 
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dence, their honeſt endeavour is attended with 
a bleſſing. f 

And here profeſſors of Chriſtianity may 
alſo prove themſelves; this is a true meaſur- 
ing line, a path that no man can tread, but 
ſuch as have the ſpirit of Jeſus; all ungodly 
men ſeek the world firſt, I may fay firſt and 
laſt; the riches of the world, the honour of the 
world, the pleafures of the world, and the 
praiſe of the world, © What they ſhall eat, or 
what they ſhall drink,” to pleaſe their appe- 
tites, © what they ſhall put on,” to be accounted 
great in the world, and to have the pre-emt- 
nence above and before their fellow-creatures 
their thoughts run far more, how they ſhall be 
conformable to the faſhions of the world, than 
how they ſhall be conformable to the life, na- 
ture, and doctrine of Chriſt ; which is more 
heathen-like than Chriſtian-like, and not ef- 
fected by the moſt part without much diſho- 
neſty. : 
Tis is the natural ſtate of the ſons and 
daughters of men, whilſt they continue in a 
ſtate of degeneracy, aliens to the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to that cove- 


' nant of promiſe that the Lord made wit! the 


houſe of Jacob. And to a better ſtate none can 
come but, by ſeeking and findiag the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, or the rule and 
government of Chriſt, by his eternal ſpirit in 
their own hearts; there the ſecd is ſown; there 
the leaven is laid; there the pearl of great 


B price 
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rice is found, but not without digging deep: 


or whilſt vice is uppermoſt, virtue is lower- 
moſt ; whilſt ſin reigns, the power of grace is 
not felt; the bringing down of the one is the 
exaltation of the other; there muſt be a death 
unto ſin, before there can be a new birth unto 
righteouſneſs, and a growth in righteouſneſs, 
before we can centre in that content, as to take 
no © thought what we ſhall eat, what we ſhall 
drink, or wherewithal we ſhall be cloathed.” 
And ſo it is every man's principal concern, 
firſt, to ſeek the kingdom of God, and his 
righteouſneſs ; firſt to know the rule and go- 
verment of a right ſpirit in himſelf; for this 
qualifies. him, and makes him capable of lead- 
ing a Chriſtian life, and of performing Chriſtian 
duties both to God and man. 

The fifth and laſt branch of the life, nature, 
and doctrine of Chriſt, that I ſhall here inſiſt 
upon, is this, All things whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo 
unto them, for that is the law and the pro- 
phets;”” for this is that the righteous Lord 
God required from his people in all ages. 
This doing is accounted by many zealous 
profeflors of Chriſtianity, in our preſent age, 
a moral rightequſneſs, and ſo but a ſmall part, 
or rather no part of true godlineſs; but rightly 
conſidered, all actual righteouſneſs, if it proceed 
from a right ſpirit, is in itſelf the true righteouſ- 
neſs of faith; and that moral, or of no autho- 
Fity, which. is performed from a carnal mind, 
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in imitation of good men's practices, but out 
of their life and nature: for if the tree be known 
by its fruits, fruit manifeſteth the nature of the 
tree. If our God be, as certainly he 1s, righ- 
teous in all his ways, and juſt in all his works, 
no people on the face of the earth are more 
God-like, none bear his image more exact, 
than ſuch whoſe converſations are upright, ho- 
neſt, and juſt, and nothing can be more juſt, 
than to * do unto others in all things whatſo- 
ever we would they ſhould do unto us.” 

This is the excellent righreouſneſs; this 
exceeds not only the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, but the righteouſneſs of 
moſt profeſſors of Chriſtianity; for hereby we 
walk in Chriſt's footſteps, we fulfil both the 
law and the prophets. 

Moſes, from an admiration of the Juſtice 
and equity that the Lord required from the 
ſons and daughters of men, under the admi- 
niſtration of the law, uttered theſe words, 
* What nation is there ſo great, who hath ſta- 
rutes and judgments fo righteous, as all this law 
that I ſer before you: And doth the law of the 
ſpirit of life require leſs righteouſneſs from 

hriſtians than that outward law did from the 
Jews; I tell you nay, but rather more, for 
that more power is given to all true Chriſtians 
to et acts of righteouſneſs. * 

ere the underſtandings of all who are cal- 

led Chriſtians enlightened to ſee themſelves as 
they are, or had they but hearts to prove them- 
| B 2 ſelves. 


WS 


ſelves by this Chriſtian rule, meaſure them- 
lelves by this ſtreight line, weigh themſelves in 
this equal balance, the following ſorts of men 
and women, with many others, would no more 
paſs for true Chriſtians, in God's account, than 
clipt and counterfeit money, when it came to 
the balance, did in men's accounts. 

At firſt, all ſuch who in ſuits of law, by per- 
verting juſtice, or other ſubtle contrivances, 
poſſeſs themſelves of houſes, lands, or goods, 
that they have no right unto. 3 

Secondly, all ſuch Who by violent robbing, 
or private ſtealing, take that which 1s not their 
own. | 
+ Thirdly, all ſuch who detain the wages of 
the hireling, or grind on the neceſſities of the 
poor, by beating down the value of their la- 


bour till they cannot live thereby. 


Fourthly, all ſuch who in trade or dealing 
uſe light weights, ſhort meaſure, or any other 
kind of deceit. | 
Fifchly, all ſuch who caſt their burthens on 
other men's ſhoulders, and go free thernſelves. 

Sixthly, all ſuch as either give or take bribes 
to effect things that are not right. 
Seventhly, all ſuch who take wages to ſerve 
Lord or Maſter, and are not faithful to their 
truſt. | 

Eighthly, all ſuch as make contracts and 
perform not the ſame ; and engage themſelves 
by promiſes, and have no regard to their 


word, 
Ninthly, 


1 

Ninthly, all ſuch who by evil reports, whiſ- 
perings, or backbitings, ſow the ſeeds. of ſtrife, 
create prejudice, or quench charity. 

None of theſe abide in the doctrine of Chriſt, 
none of theſe do as they would be done unto; 
though they bear a Chriſtian name, they are 
ſtrangers to a Chriſtian life; they live not 
under Chriſt's government; they are not 
ſwayed by a ſceptre of righteouſneſs ;- and ſo 
are not God-like. | 

Godlineſs and Chriſtianity bear but one 
image ; and if we would know the nature of 
Godlineſs, let us conſider the nature of ungod- 
lineſs. All ſober men will grant that the 
proud, the covetous, the envious, the fraudu- 
lent, the extortioner, the ſwearer,. the liar, &c. 
are ungodly ; and well they may, for where 
any ſuch vice gets head, little of the image of 
God appears; and if ſuch things make men 
ungod-like, the contrary, which is humility, 
meekneſs, moderation, ſobriety, truth, equity, 
and faithfulneſs, muſt needs make them godly. 

To become ungodly is an eaſy thing; for 
if our backs are turned on God, we have no- 
thing in our eye but the world and the vanities: 
thereof, promiſing us ſuch content, that little 
elſe is minded. 
But the great difficulty is to become godly- 
again ; though thouſands are employed there- 
in, little ſhew doth appear ; for in the eyes of 
degenerate men, there is no lovelineſs in that 
path; and therefore the great query is, By 
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what way may the proud become humble, 
the wild become ſober, the covetous become 
content, the fraudulent become juſt, the intem- 
perate become moderate, the incontinent be- 
come chaſte, the unfaithful become faithful ? 
I know many will ſay, by hearing good 
miniſters, reading good books, and conferring 
with good men. But theſe things have been 
tried, and that for ſeveral years, by many, yet 
no ſuch change hath been wrought thereby. 

If advice, exhortation, or counſel, would 
effect this great work, we need not go any 
farther than the heavenly ſayings of Chriſt, in 
the aforcſaid fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh chapters 
of Matthew ; for if we could hear all the mi- 
niſters in the world, read all the good books in 
the world, and confer with all the good men 
in the worid, we could not have better advice, 
counſel, and exhortation, than is contained in 
. thoſe three chapters. | inns 

By hearing gocd miniſters, reading good 
books, and conferring with good men, we may 
be convicted, but not thoroughly converted ; 
for as virtue hath a ſpring, ſo vice hath a root 
that words will not reach. The ſtrength of 
fin is the growth of that ſeed that the wicked 
one hath ſown in the inward parts of the ſons 
and daughters of men; and foraſmuch as the 
cauſe is within, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
| wholly removed by things without; but as the 


cauſe is within, ſo the cure muſt be within, by 
> mor- 
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mortifying the body of fin, or bringing down 
the ſtrength thereof, which is thus effected. 
There is no unrighteous thing done, but 
there is an inward motion before there is any 
outward action; and by that light which en- 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the 
world, if our eyes are inward, we may ſee thoſe 
motions ; and the way to mortify the body of 
fin is to deny and turn from every ſuch motion 
in the riſing thereof, and ſo to cruſh the cocka- 
trice in the ſhell; for in their riſing they are 
weak and powerleſs, and may be eaſily turned 
back. And it we do not ſuppreſs vice in the 
riſings thereof, it will continue our lord; but 
by every ſuch denial, we bring down that which 
would ariſe and reign 1n us, and over us ; whe- 
ther it be pride, covetouſneſs, envy, falſchocd, 
or any other vice whatever; for the more de- 
nials are given to vice, the fewer affaults it will 
make; the ſtronger the oppoſition, the weaker 
the attempt; as yielding gives vice ground to 
grow from a ſeed to a body, denials bring it 
down from a body to a feed ; fo that though 
ſomething thereof may abide in us, it doth not 
reign over us; but is in ſubjection to the ſcep- 
tre of righteouſneſs, or rule of a right ſpirit. 
The axe is never laid to the root of the tree, 
till a reformation begins within; the life of the 
righteouſneſs ſtands in the mortification' of ſin, 
which is an inward work. The ſpirit of this 
world muſt be brought down, before the ſpirit 
of the Lord can be exalted in us: but as 2 
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right ſpirit comes to reign, we have as many 
motives to acts of righteouſneſs, as ever we 
had to acts of unrighteouſneſs; and as we give 
ourſelves in obedience thereunto, grace grows 
in us, and we grow in grace; it is a change in 
government that changeth our natures, and 
makes us to become new creatures. 

By this we come to have the bleſſing as well 
as the birth- right; for the bleſſing is not to the 
exalted mind, but to the poor in ſpirit, to the 
merciful, to the pure in heart, who hunger and 
thirſt, not after riches and honour, but after 
righteouſneſs; and all that hunger and thirſt 
after it, will endeavour to ſatisfy their ſouls 
with an increaſe of it. | 

Now a talent is not improved by lying hid. 
in a napkin; if we would have more grace we 
muſt exerciſe the meaſure we have attained 
unto ; we muſt live in the continual practice of 
right things; we muſt keepin lowlineſs, meek- 
neſs, temperance, patience, and other virtues, 
we muſt be juſt in our dealings, as well in the 
' ſmalleſt concern, as ſuch as are more weighty ; 
for a ſmaller matter turns the ballance ; and 
if that ſmall matter be wanting, things are not 
juſt, we do not even as we would be done by. 

And this juſt dealing, as righteouſneſs 
comes to reign, will be no hard thing, for as 
we accuſtom ourſelves thereunto it will be 
uppermoſt ; it will be as a diligent handmaid, 
ready to offer her ſervice; and every act of 
righteouſneſs performed from the motives 14 

right 
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right ſpirit bath its immediate reward ; which 


1s not only an anſwer of peace, but joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


The way of life is the way of pleaſantneſs, 


all her paths are peace; nothing makes it to 
ſeem difficult, but the averſeneſs of our na- 
tures, when once corrupted, thereunto ; but 
as our natures come to be changed, we ſhall, 
from a ſenſible experience, ſay. with David, 
Thy commandments are exceeding broad.“ 
I cannot recommend my ſelf, nor any other 
after we are awakened into righteouſneſs, to 
any better way for the reforming of our 1 


than to turn in our eye to the gift of God in 


ourſelves; that by his candle we may fee the 
riſing of vice, and fo deny it; that the contrary, 


which 1s grace and truth, may riſe and reign in 


us; for that is our help, that Is our Renee 
and that is our defence. 

Words, whether retained in our memories, 
or written in our books, are but weak inſtru- 
ments for this work, becauſe the old man muſt 
be put off, which is an inward work; and how 
is a ſorry gueſt put off, or a man chat urgeth 
for that we are not willing to grant, but by de- 
nying him, and turning from him ? 

Should we enter into, reaſoning. with any 
motions of fin, it is much if we are not over- 
come thereby, for that is the nature of ſin, not 
to turn back at a ſmall denial, eſpecially if it be 
a (in that hath prevailed over us before; but in 

dun- 


| 
/ 


þ 
| 
x 
U 
; 


* 


turning therefrom we give it the repulſe; if it 


be not hearkened unto, it goes back. 


And as the old man 1s put off, the new man 
is put on; as vice is denied, virtue is embraced; 
and this new man makes us new creatures ; 
that which is created after God renews in us 
the image of God; and bearing that image in 
holmeſs and righreouſneſs, our converſations 
will declare us to be Chriftians indeed. 

Bur if this old man with his deeds of dark- 
neſs be not put off, the new man, that is created 
after God's image in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs, will not be put on; and though we 
have been awakened unto righteouſneſs, we 
ſhall fall aſleep again, ſome in cne form and 
ſome in another, feeding on words without any 
ſenſe of power or life; and this ſecond flee 
appears to be a dead ſleep; for that though 
we may hear much ſpoken againſt pride, co- 
vetouſneſs, envy, &c. we are not as much as 
touched therewith, but live in the open ſhew 
thereof. 45 

Did the ſons and daughters of men, who 
are called Chriſtians, make it their concern to 
be Chriſtians indeed, by mortiſying in them- 
ſelves the ſpirit of this world, which is the 
original of all vice, they would be not only a 
happy, but a lovely people; for by mortifying 
the body of ſin, oppreſſion would ceaſe, all 
wrongs and injuries would determine and be 
at an end; love would ſpring both to God 
and man; grace would grow; — 

neſs, 
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neſs, moderation, and all other virtues would 
ſhew themſelves ; they would be another man- 
ner of people in their converſations ; their 
words and their works would be juſt, upright, 
and honeſt; they would confide in one another 
without any ſcruple or doubt. What is more 
lovely than to be at all times, and on all occa- 
ſions, juſt, upright, honeſt, and faithful, doing 
to all men in all things whatſoever, even as we 
would that they ſhould do unto us? A living 

under the rule and government of a right | — 
qualifies us, and makes us capable off perform- 
ing every Chriſtian duty: We ſhall love the 
Lord our God with all our hearts, and our 
neighbours as ourſelves ; which is the ſum of 


all godlineſs, and the true character of Chriſtia- 
nity. 


THE FOLLOWING 


SCRIPTURE TRUTHS 
Are alſo recommended to thy weighty Conſideration. 


1. ALI. have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of God. Nom. 3c. 23 v. 

2, Wherefore as by one Man Sin entered into 

the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed 

upon all Men for that all have ſinned. Rom. 5 c. 12 v. 


3. For as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive. 


4. He that is with you ſhall be in you. 
5. Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory. Col. 1 c. 27 v. 
6. But 


- 
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6. But the Maniſeſtation of the Spirit is given to 
every Man to profit withal 1 Cor. c. 12 v. 7. 
7. He that hath not the Spirit of Chriſt is none 


of his, 
8. For the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation 


Ungodlineſs and the worldly Luſts we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World, 
looking for that bleſſed Hope and glorious Appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
who gave himſelf for us that he might redeem us 
from all Iniquuy, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People zealous of good Works. Tz. 2 c. 11 v. Sc. 

9. There is therefore no condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
fleſh but after the ſpirit. 

10 For the law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
hath made me free from the law of ſin and death, 
Rom. 8c. 1, 2 v. 


I can do all things through Chriſt that ſtrengthen- 


eth me, 1 Phil. 4 ch. 13 v. 


If any man be in Chriſt he is a new creature, old 


things are paſſed away, behold all things are become 
new ; and all things are of God, who hath reconciled 
us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given unto us 
the miniſtry of reconciliaion. 
{ AP 5h 
Dear Reader, it is a weighty matter for thee to con- 
fed-r, how far thou haſt experienced thoſe Goſpel Truths 
fulfilled tn thy own mind; be afſured that according to 
our bl:fſed Lord's advice to Nichodemus, © unleſs thou 
be regenerated and born again thou ſhalt not ſee the 
tingdom of God. 


B. K. 
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